
SHORESCAPING FOR 
HEALTHY SHORELINES

OCTOBER 22, 2015

GUINN WALLOVER

WATER RESOURCES AGENT
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION SERVICE



clemson.edu/carolinaclear
2

DOES YOUR POND LOOK LIKE THIS?
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• Increased rate of sedimentation 
• More frequent dredging?

• Property loss ($$!)

• Water quality problems 

SHORELINE EROSION = 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS 
PICTURE?
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ARTIFICIAL MATERIALS?
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NATURAL MATERIALS?

• Well-adapted roots are 
deep and tolerate “wet 
feet”
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SHORESCAPING: LANDSCAPING 
ALONG YOUR SHORELINE

Shorescaping is a landscaped shoreline buffer that 
uses plants adapted to conditions.
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Illustrations: Life at the Water’s Edge. 2001.

: 

OTHER BENEFITS?

• Buffers are like sponges; slowing runoff 
and allowing it to soak back into the 
ground. 

• Biogeochemical (soil, sun, microbes, 
plants) processes remove pollutants.

Buffers act like natural filters for runoff. 
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BUFFERS SUPPORT HEALTHY WILDLIFE 
POPULATIONS.

Deter over-
populations of 
these...

…and provide habitat, food, and shelter 
for beneficial insects, plants and animals.
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“I won’t be able to see the pond!”

Not true! You can incorporate low plants or use statement plants to 
frame your “viewshed”. 

DISPELLING THE MYTHS!
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“The shoreline plants will just look weedy.”

Not true! There are many beautiful and often native shoreline 
plants that are colorful, showy and add variety to the 

shoreline and yard. 

DISPELLING THE MYTHS!
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Before After

WHAT DOES A SHORESCAPE LOOK LIKE?
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Before After
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WHAT IS THE BEST WIDTH?

The wider the better if your purpose is managing runoff from your 
landscape.
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WHERE DO I SHORESCAPE TO ADDRESS 
EROSION AND UNDERCUTTING?



clemson.edu/carolinaclear
18

• Do not plant trees or woody plants 
on stormwater pond dams

• Avoid access points

• Avoid infrastructure (the ins/outs of 
your pond)

WHERE IS SHORESCAPING NOT 
APPROPRIATE?
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• IMPORTANT! Know 
your normal pool 
elevation. 

• Plant tolerance to 
inundation – look it up! 
• LID in Coastal SC: A 

Planning and Design 
Guide, Table 4.12-2

• For planting tips, 
contact local Extension 
office.

WHAT TO PLANT WHERE?
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PLANTS FOR THE WATER’S EDGE

Soft Rush (Juncus

effusus)

Pickerelweed 

(Pontedaria cordata)

Golden Canna (Canna flaccida)

Lizard’s Tail

(Saururus cernuus)

Marshmallow

(Hibiscus moscheutos)
Southern Blueflag Iris 

(Iris virginica)
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Photo: Ken Kennedy, John D. Byrd, Mississippi State University, Bugwood.org, 

Sweetgrass (Muhlenbergia

filipes)

American Beautyberry (Callicarpa

americana)

Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa)

Goldenrod (Soldiago spp.)

PLANTS FOR THE UPLAND ZONE
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• Use the upland saltwater shoreline as a guide for upland 
zone planting suggestions around your brackish pond. 

• If tidally influenced, plant above the high tide line.

SALT WATER INFLUENCE?
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PLANTS FOR BRACKISH UPLAND
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JUST SAY “NO!” TO INVASIVES
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EXTRA “OOMPH” NEEDED?
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PROVIDE TEMPORARY STABILIZATION

Use erosion control blankets or coir logs to provide quick erosion 
control until plants establish.
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• Hand pull weeds, avoid 
herbicides

• Don’t use fertilizers along 
water’s edge

• Let rainfall be source of 
water to buffer***

• Maintain plantings for 
access and flow

• Cut back dying vegetation

MAINTENANCE!

Shorescaping is not maintenance free; it is low-maintenance. 



Establish a low-maintenance 
meadow.

• Supports natural 
recruitment of plants

• Protects water quality

How To: 
• Limit mowings and grass 

clippings,

• Limit excess fertilizer 
applications, and

• Limit herbicide use around 
pond.

CAN’T COMMIT?
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Watch the “Making It Grow” 
television show’s highlight of 
a local neighborhood 
installation.

Virtual Tour!

Available on Clemson 
Extension’s PSA Mall. 

Review the SC WaterWays
Factsheet Series: 
Shorescaping Freshwater 
Shorelines and Life Along the 
Salt Marsh

SC WaterWays Factsheet 
Series

Life at the Water’s Edge, 
2004. By: Lin Roth.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=577DSNBOF6I&index=35&list=PLAA5546ED3D6A881C


clemson.edu/carolinaclear
31

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

• LID in Coastal SC: A Planning and Design Guide

• Carolina Yard’s Plant Database

• Backyard Buffers for the SC Lowcountry
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THANK YOU!

Guinn Wallover

843-730-5210

cggarre@clemson.edu

www.ashleycooper.org
Facebook.com/ashleycooperstormwater

mailto:cggarre@clemson.edu
http://www.ashleycooper.org

